
 

 

 

Thematic Planning for Autumn Term 

Egyptians 

Year 3 

Big Questions 

1. How do we know about the Ancient Egyptians today?  
2. Why was the River Nile so important to the Ancient Egyptians?  
3. What was life like for the Ancient Egyptians? 
4. Can you recreate the equipment used for irrigation?  

Challenge 
Use knowledge of mummification to preserve and object (e.g. tomato or other) 

Knowledge 

 Know the concept of BC and AD 

 Know when in history the Ancient Egyptians lived 

 Know where the Ancient Egyptians lived 

 Know about the social hierarchy 

 Know about religious practices of Egyptians 

 Know about key achievements of this civilisation (pyramids, technology) 

 Know about Howard Carter and discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb 

 Know about the importance of the River Nile 

 Know that the Egyptians used hieroglyphics to communicate 

 Know about the daily lives of the Ancient Egyptians 

 Know and explain technology that Egyptians used 

Vocabulary 
century, BC, civilization, chronology, evidence, excavate, archeology, primary, 
secondary, timeline, afterlife, akhet, canopic jars, hieroglyphics, pharaohs, 
papyrus, pyramids, sarcophagus, irrigation, shaduf 
Skills 

History Historical enquiry 

 Know the difference between primary and secondary 
sources of evidence 



  Analyse primary and secondary sources of evidence 

 Use evidence to help ask and answer questions about 
the past. 

Overview of World History 
• Describe the characteristic features of the past, 
including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. (burial practice, social hierarchy) 
Chronology 

 Place events, artefacts and figures on a timeline 

 Know that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD 

 Use dates and terms to describe events 

 Understand the concept of change over time e.g farming 
now and then 

Communicating historically 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate 
about the past e.g. dates, timer period, era, change, 
chronology 

 
Geography Investigating places 

 Name and locate Egypt on a map 

 Name which continent it belongs to 
Investigate patterns 

 Describe locations using physical features 

 Know why early settlements were located by a river. 

 Make links with cities today. 
Communicating geographically 

 Describe geographical similarities and differences. 
DT  To make a product using mechanical components 

 Cut materials accurately 

 Measure and mark out using units of measure 

 Use appropriate cutting techniques 

 Use appropriate joining techniques 
 

 


