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Dear parents, children, staff and parishioners,  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

#Paddy’s Plea 
 

As many of you will now be aware from our 
Facebook Campaign, Mrs Donna Igoe’s family are 

currently in crisis (she is one of our Reception 
Teachers). As a Sacred Heart family we are doing all 

that we can to support them at this difficult 
time.  Her son Paddy, a twelve year old, has been 
diagnosed with aplastic anaemia and unfortunately 

there are no donors on the donor register that match 
his rare tissue type. We know that there is someone 

out there who is a match for him and are on a 
campaign to find them. We are asking all those who 
are eligible (see poster) to come along and register 
on the 3rd May in the hope that we find that all 
important match. We know that Donna Igoe has 

made a huge difference to so many families over the 
years and that the support from the community will 
be immense. On behalf of her family we thank you 
all for your overwhelming support towards them at 

this heart-breaking time and we hope to see as many 
of you as possible at the donor drive. 

 
** PLEASE SUPPORT ** 

A Cross on a Hillside 

This morning we ended our Lenten journey to the cross 

with a beautiful Lenten Reflection.  Year 4 children led 

the liturgy with thoughtful reflection for each Station of 

the Cross, along with beautiful songs throughout.  It 

was a very spiritual liturgy.  Thank you to Miss Gibson, 

Mr Maguire and all the staff  that supported with this.  
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CAN YOU HELP? 
So far we have had over £2500 in donations –  

this is fantastic – keep it coming 😊 
We are looking for businesses/families to sponsor our new picnic benches for the 

children's playground. If you would like to donate to pay for a bench (or contribute) 
please get in touch with the school office on 024 76453315 

 
West Orchard’s Competition  
Sacred Heart have been asked to take part in a competition that 
will be launched during the Easter holidays. Children from all 
year groups, across the school, have taken part in decorating 
a giant Easter egg. This will be displayed, along with other 
schools’ work, in West Orchards shopping centre. The 
public will be able to vote for their favourite egg. The 
winning school will win a cash prize from the centre. We 
hope you get chance to go and view the children’s work 
and have your vote!  Thank you to Mrs Cowley who 
led on this project – It looks amazing 😊 
 

☹ Goodbye ☹ 
Today we say goodbye to: 

Miss Helen Fitzsimmons (Teaching Assistant Yr4),  
Miss Sara Lawrence (Teaching Assistant Reception) 
Miss Kerrie Doherty (Nursery Teaching Assistant)  
 

We thank them all for all their commitment and dedication to our school 
and wish them well in their future endeavours. 
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Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Achievement Award ceremonies this week.  The children have worked really hard this 
term and this was reflected in the teachers comments – they were stunning.  Congratulations to all the children that received an 
award.  As the star badges (for Golden Children) are expensive, if they are lost then we do ask for a donation of £1 for any 
replacements.   Keep your certificates safe  
 
 

Easter Celebration Day 
On Monday 29th April, we return to school and celebrate Easter during the Easter season. The children can come 
in non-uniform and need to bring in a £1 donation for School Fund.  The children will take part in a range of 
activities e.g. making Easter cards and every child will be given a Cadburys cream egg with their name on. The 
catch is the children have to find their egg in a hunt on the playground and can only eat the one with their 
name on! Staff will have to hunt for their own egg also. We will be coming together as a whole school during 
our Easter Celebration Mission at 11am with all staff and pupils and welcome parents to join us.     

 
On Tuesday 30th April we will be holding our 
annual Easter bonnet parade at 9:10am for children 
in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  Children 
in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will need 
to make their Easter bonnets over the Easter 
Holidays at home – we are looking for creative and 

unique creations.  Each class will be judged and awarded prizes throughout the morning.   Parents are welcome to attend the bonnet parade. 
Year 3/Year 4/Year 5/Year 6 will be taking part in our annual competition – Famous Egg Head Competition.  We are asking children in KS2 to boil an 
egg(s) and to decorate them as a famous person, or favourite character from a book etc – be creative……the bolder and crazier the better.   Can all children 
bring them into school on Tuesday morning into the hall.  I am really looking forward to seeing them.  Please place the Egg Head in an egg box or 
decorated box with their name clearly labelled.  Thank you.  
 
 

Grow a Pound for Lent  
I have been absolutely blown away by our wonderful Year 5 and 6 children with their response to growing a pound over Lent. Each child 

in Year 5 and 6 was given a pound and they came up with some great enterprising ideas.  They have been selling their wares before, 
during and after school; some have reinvested the money and bought more products; some have been busy making things.  So far a 
number of groups have made over £150/£200 which is so fantastic.  I am very proud of you all.   
Please can all Money for grow £1 be returned to school by Monday 29th April.  Any children that did 

not take part – please return your £1 coins to the school office. Thank you. 
Carrying the Can 
The children from Nursery to Year 4 have been working in teams to complete a sponsored walk on the school field……with 

the added extra challenge of carrying half- filled watering cans/buckets!   Please can all sponsorship 
forms and money be returned to school during the week beginning Monday 29th April.  Thank you. 

 

Please can you return the Good Shepherd Appeal Boxes  
 

 

Summer Uniform 
After the Easter Holidays children are welcome to wear summer uniform if they wish. This means that in all year groups boys may wear 
grey tailored shorts instead of trousers and girls may choose to wear blue gingham summer dresses. In addition, children may choose to 
wear a blue polo shirt instead of a shirt.  Please can all children ensure that they have the correct PE kit of black shorts, blue t-shirt and 
trainers/pumps in school so that they can access the PE curriculum twice per week.  They will also need running trainers for the mile run. 
 

Attendance  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Attendance:   96.1% Overall (total attendance for the week for the whole school)         Our school target for this year is 97% 

97.5% 😊 95.8%  96.5%  94.4%  97.9% 😊 92.5% 97.9% 😊 
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Extra-Curricular activities/clubs – Summer Term 2019 
4:20pm collection for all clubs please 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
Athletics  Year 3 and 4 Football Years 4,5,6 Netball Years 3,4,5,6 Cricket Year 3 and 4 

Art Club R 1 2  (Y4) Playground Games R,1,2,3 Musical Theatre R12 Gymnastics R to 6 
 

 

Thank you for all your support over the past term.  It has been a really 
busy one and we are all looking forward to a good rest and recharge. 

 
CHANGES 

Friday Class Assembly is going back to Friday Mornings at 9:00am – following feedback from parents and staff, we 
have decided to move our Friday assemblies back to the mornings.  Please change your diaries.  Thank you. 

 

Week at a Glance 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you all a 
happy Easter break.  

 
Mr P Madia 

Principal 
 
 

 
 
 

 
We break up from school today (Friday 12th April 2019) for the 

Easter Holidays for two weeks. 
We return back to school for the Summer Term on  

Monday 29th April 2019. 
 

Thank you to Michelle and the ladies in the 
school kitchen for their annual Easter Egg 

competition.  The following children discovered a 
hidden Easter Egg picture under their school 

dinner plate and in return they received a prize.   
Thank you 😊  

 

Date Time Activity 

Value and Virtue – Curious and Active 

😊 All Sponsorship money to be returned to school – Grow £1, Carry the Can, Good Shepherd Boxes 😊 
Monday 29th April All Day  

Morning  
11:00am 
3:20pm – 4:20pm 

Easter Celebration Day – Non-uniform day for a donation of £1 
Guitar Lessons 
Easter Mission Assembly (Whole School) 
Cross country 

Tuesday 30th April   9:00am 
Morning 
Morning 
Afternoon 

Reception/Year 1/Year 2 – Easter Bonnet Parade (parents welcome) 
Year 3/4/5/6 Famous Egg Head Competition 
Guitar, Piano and Violin Lessons  
Year 6 National Maths Challenge 

Wednesday 1st May      3:20pm – 4:20pm Netball Training 
Thursday 2nd May  
Year 1 Mass 

Afternoon  
3:20pm – 4:20pm  
3:20pm – 4:20pm 

Year 1 to Youell Court (Residential Home) 
Football Training  
Football Match (home) Sacred Heart v Christ the King 

Friday 3rd May        9:00am 
3:15pm 
3:15pm 

Mrs O’Malley’s (Yr5) class asse mbly “St George” parents welcome 
Planning out to parents for Summer 1 
Paddy Igoe Donor Drive – please come and be tested to see if you are a  
bone marrow match. 
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Message from Aleksandra Kikul.  
Would it be possible to let the other parents and students know about traditional Polish celebration which is Blessing Easter baskets on Holy Saturday in 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 9:00am. 
Baskets containing a sampling of Easter foods are brought to church to be blessed on Holy Saturday. The basket is traditionally lined with a white linen or 
white napkin and decorated with sprigs of boxwood. 
The basket contains a sampling of Easter foods: boiled, coloured eggs, a piece of sausage or ham, salt and pepper, bread, a piece of cake and an Easter 
Lamb made of sugar or even plastic.   

The foods in the baskets have a symbolic meaning:  
•eggs - symbolise life and Christ's resurrection 
•bread - symbolic of Jesus 
•lamb - represents Christ 
•salt - represents purification 
•horseradish - symbolic of the bitter sacrifice of Christ 
•ham - symbolic of great joy and abundance. 
On Easter Sunday after the Resurrection mass, homes come alive with families who gather to eat breakfast.  
People share wedges of the blessed Easter eggs from the basket. They exchange wishes and joy. 
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